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Zechariah 9:9,10






 Pastor Paul Horn

Rejoice!  Your King Comes!

I.  With humility (vs9)

II.   With victory (vs9)

9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

There are so many reasons to celebrate.  Birth of a child, 40th or 50th birthday, anniversary, wedding, retirement, promotion, New Year’s, Easter, Christmas, Fourth of July... How do we celebrate those events?  We send cards, give presents, have cake, sing a goofy song, we raise a toast with champagne, blast off fireworks, or cook up a big turkey or a grill full of brats.  Before David became King over Israel the Ark of the Covenant had been kept in another city.  One of his first acts as king was to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.  They had a big celebration.  The book of 2Samuel chapter six tells us that King David and all the people of Israel celebrated with all their might before the LORD.  People danced in the streets, played tambourines, guitars, trumpets, cymbals and drums.  King David himself even danced with the people in the joyous procession.  

We have the same reasons to jump up, sing and shout before the Lord on Sunday morning.  As Lutherans who follow an order of service that is over 500 years old we are more conservative in our approach to how we worship.  But we could sing the songs with more gusto, read the prayers and responses with more feeling, listen more attentively to the Word of God as it is read, because today your King comes!  Today, your King rides into Jerusalem!  And he gives us every reason to sing “Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna!”  Your King comes and he brings with him humility and victory.  

I.  With humility (vs9)
It is interesting to note that for his triumphal ride into Jerusalem Jesus rode on a donkey.  In the Old Testament we read that King David and his sons used the donkey for their royal mount.  In the book of Judges several prominent leaders of Israel rode on donkeys.  The donkey was the mount for princes before horses became popular.  It was fitting for Jesus, the King of kings, to ride on a donkey.  Jesus did not ride in a chariot pulled by a horse, the stretch limousine or 1976 Cadillac Deville of his day, but on a lowly beast of burden.  He did not sit on a fancy leather saddle studded with rhinestones, but on his disciples’ coats draped over the back of the animal.  Jesus, the King, arrived into Jerusalem, five days before he would die for the world, on a donkey.  Why did Jesus come so lowly and humble?  

Jesus came into Jerusalem meek, because you and I are not.  You and I ride around on our high horse called pride and arrogance.  Instead of riding around on the donkey of humility and meekness, you would much rather ride around in your chariot, pulled by a warhorse yelling, “Look, it’s me!” wielding a sword or battle bow, trouncing everyone who gets in your way, “Watch out, I’m coming through!”  It’s such an easy horse to ride, because your sinful nature is more than eager to help you along.  Because isn’t it easier to join in the mockery of another person than to stick up for them and defend their good name?  Isn’t it more fun to conjure up lies than to tell the truth and in humility say, “I was wrong.  You were right.”  It’s more appealing to our sinful self to compare me to you, “I’m better than him, smarter than her and don’t sin as much as that guy over there.”  Jesus rode into Jerusalem to die for you.  And this is how you show your thanks, with your pride-filled attitudes, riding on your high horse?  This is how we prepare for his coming to Jerusalem today?  

Did you pay attention to the words of the hymn we just sang?  (Christian Worship: 133) Ride on, ride on in majesty!  In lowly pomp ride on to die.   Did you take to heart the words of the Second Lesson, “God…made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant…he humbled himself.” (Phil 2:7,8)  For what?  For you.  You were not completely humble.  You were not perfectly meek and lowly before God and your fellow man and woman as he demands.  But Jesus was.  His motto was, “I have come to serve, not to be served, and to give my life as a ransom for many.”  Jesus lived and breathed that attitude perfectly, without so much a hint of arrogance, pride, or an ostentatious attitude, because he knew we could not.  Jesus lived a perfectly humble life for you.

Rejoice!  Sing for joy!  Today your King comes and brings with him humility for you!  As you follow your King to the cross and grave this week, closely observe him.  In the Garden to the soldiers he calmly says, “You’re looking for Jesus of Nazareth?  Here I am.”  In the courtroom of the chief priests he is blasted with false accusations, yet gently confesses, “I am the Son of God.”  He is the one who walks to Calvary, not with pride or smugness, but with humility.  Jesus takes that humility, his perfect obedience to his Father, and wraps it around you, to cover up your sinful pride and conceit.  Because his humility is perfect and pleasing to the Father.  And so when the Father looks down from heaven on you his children he sees his Son’s perfect lowly obedience wrapped around your sinful body.  Rejoice!  Your King comes today with humility!

II.   With victory (vs9)

There is another reason to rejoice today.  Earlier we talked about the celebrations we have for milestones and holidays.  But what about a victory?  How do celebrate success?  If a Major League Baseball Team wins the World Series, the players and coaches ride in a big parade right through the middle of town.  The fans wave the team’s flag to celebrate victory!  On May 8th, 1945 Victory in Europe day was celebrated around the world.  Dancing and singing in the streets, parties, people were seen kissing complete strangers, bonfires, grandiose parades with ticker-tape and marching bands.  People around the world waved flags to celebrate Victory in Europe.  In Jesus’ day palm fronds were waved as a sign of victory.    

It was appropriate that the little children of Jerusalem scurried up the long trunk of the palm trees, cut off their broad leaves and waved them as Jesus rode into the city.  It is very fitting that our little children marched into church today, waving palm branches and singing, for your King Jesus is triumphant!  Did you pay attention to the song we just sang?  Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die.  O Christ, your triumphs now begin o’er captive death and conquered sin.  Jesus rode into Jerusalem to win the victory over sin, death, hell and Satan for you.  The prophet Zechariah predicted how Jesus would win the victory, “See, your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation!” (vs9)  Jesus won the victory because he was righteous, literally, innocent, vindicated, declared not guilty.  There’s a movie out right now entitled, “V for Vendetta.”  You don’t need to preview the trailer to tell someone about the plot; vendetta, revenge, retaliation, payback time.  Jesus did not come to bring revenge on the earth.  He came to bring salvation.  What if we had a movie staring Jesus?  It would be entitled, “V for Vindicated.”  He is the innocent one.  

We so often refer to our Savior’s sufferings and death as innocent.  And for good reason!  Jesus’ pain and suffering had to be perfect.  Jesus’ death had to be without flaw.  Because if Jesus did not die pure and blameless he would have died like any other normal man.  A normal man cannot defeat Satan on his own.  An average Joe cannot break free from the chains of death.  An ordinary man is not able to tame sin.  But your King died guiltless and holy.  He won the victory over Satan, death and your sin.  

Now, the innocent one declares you not guilty.  As you stand in the courtroom of God’s justice system, accused of all your offenses, misdemeanors, and violent crimes in God’s sight, Jesus slams the gavel down and declares, “You are not guilty of those crimes.”  You are declared innocent because your King comes with victory!  With this verdict come great blessings.  Death cannot hold you in the grave.  Satan can no longer accuse you.  Sin will no longer be your master.  Because Jesus defeated your enemies, he gives you the power to defeat them too; to say no to temptation, to throw your attitude of pride and arrogance in the dumpster, to live with humility before God, to serve God and others with meekness.    

Wave the palm branches!  Rejoice and sing!  Your King comes today and he brings victory for you!  Celebrate his success today because his victory is not just for this life on earth.  His victory is good for eternity!  The celebration will continue after death!  The apostle John, in his vision of Jesus Christ, saw in heaven a great multitude, a number no one could count, people from every nation and tribe, language and color, standing before the throne of God, wearing white robes and waving palm branches and singing, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev 7:9)  Rejoice!  Your King comes and brings victory for you!  

The word for rejoice in Zechariah 9:9 in the Hebrew language is pronounced gheela.  Perhaps you’ve heard of the Jewish celebration song, Hava Nagila. The song text is translated, “Let us rejoice and be glad!  Let us sing!  Awaken, brothers, with a cheerful heart!”  In one of my Hebrew courses in college our professor taught us this song.  After we graduated from college many of us studying to be pastors became married.  It was tradition at the wedding reception to hoist the groom, our fellow brother in the ministry, up on a chair and loudly sing Hava Nagila.  We had every reason to sing and dance!  A fellow brother has been joined in Christian marriage!  Don’t we as Christians have a better reason to stand up and shout, to loudly sing praises to our God, our King?  Because today he has come, and he has brought humility and victory.  Rejoice!  Amen.         

